iS4       The Referendum in Switzerland

This period lias been fixed by the law of the I7th
of June 1874 at ninety days, reckoned from the
day of publication.1 (Law of the I7th of June 1874,
Art. 4.)

IV. The referendum may be demanded during
these ninety days by 30,000 active citizens, or by
eight cantons (Art. 89 of the Federal Constitution).
It may be said at once, that since the Federal Con-
stitution of 1874 came into force the cantons have
never made use of their right. This will easily be
understood when we think of the complicated pro-
cedure which is connected with such a demand. The
federal law requires, as a matter of fact, that the
demand shall emanate from the legislative authority
of the canton. Assuming, first of all, that a prelimi-
nary understanding exists between the opposition in
eight different states, it would be necessary, as a rule,
to summon an extraordinary session of the Lands-
gemeinde or Great Council. That is the first diffi-
culty. Then if the Great Council, in each case,
should decide on claiming the referendum against
a federal law, the next step would be to get its
decision approved by the majority of the electors
within the canton (Law of the I7th of June 1874,
Art. 6).2 All this would have to be done within three

1  [The period is really ninety-two days.    It is counted as begin-
ning on the day after the publication of the law; and a demand
posted on the last day, which reached the office the day after the

rdelay expired, would nevertheless be counted. It is not necessary,
however, to wait until the expiration of the delay if the necessary
figures are collected sooner.]

2  [I do not understand from Article 6 that the decision of the
Council must be approved by the people to be valid.   It seems to